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In 1948, Roma Amyot, a well-known French-Canadian neurologist, observed in ten families a late onset syndrome consisting of hereditary ptosis which was sometimes associated with dysphagia but rarely with limb weakness. At that time, Taylor's original work dating back to 1915 was still unknown to him. Nonetheless, these reports constitute the two earliest publications about this syndrome prevalent in the French-Canadian population. Amyot recognized the myopathic nature of this disease which was later called oculopharyngeal muscular dystrophy (OPMD) by Victor et al.